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Orisinal  site 

a .  BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Undoubtedly the best-known house i n  the 
United States ,  Mount Vernon i s  a l iv ing  reminder of the "Father of 
H i s  Country." Over a mill ion Americans, each year, v i s i t i ng  Mount 
Vernon, gain an inspir ing ins ight  i n t o  the l i f e  of Washington. 

Mount Vernon came i n t o  Washington's possession a f t e r  the death 
of h i s  half-brother, Lawrence, i n  1752. It remained h is  home f o r  the 
r e s t  of h i s  l i f e ,  though the press of o f f i c i a l  dut ies  kept him away 
f o r  long periods, pr incipal ly  during the French and Indian War, the 
Revolution, and h i s  two terms a s  President. I n  1759 he brought h i s  
bride t o  Mount Vernon, and there both breathed t h e i r  l a s t ,  Washington 
i n  1799 and Martha three years l a t e r .  Both are  buried on the grounds. 

The house, b u i l t  by George's fa ther  o r  by Lawrence, was enlarged 
and the grounds were developed by Washington i n  accordance with plans 
he drew up before the Revolution, though the work was not f i n a l l y  
completed u n t i l  1787. Development included the enlargement of the 
main house and the addition of semi-detached wings, construction of 
a complex of detached outbuildings, landscaping of the grounds and 
the laying out of flower and kitchen gardens. 

Status:  The or ig ina l  plantation, comprising some 8,000 acres, 
was divided i n t o  f ive  farms. Four of them have been divided and 
subdivided since Washington's death, and only the 500-acre Mansion 
House farm remains a s  an en t i t y .  It i s  owned by The Mount Vernon 
Ladies' Association of the Union, which acquired t i t l e  from 
Washington's great-grandnephew i n  1858. The house and outbuildings 
have been restored, the grounds have been landscaped i n  accordance 
with Washington's or ig ina l  plan, and the house through the ycnrs has 
been gradually and painstaldngly refurnished with a large number of 
the or ig ina l  Washington pieces. Both the house and the grounds a r e  
well maintained, and they a r e  open t o  v i s i t o r s  every day of the year. 

b. BOUNDARIES: The Mount Vernon Estate  consis ts  of approximately 
420 acres. The locat ions of t h i s  acreage may be generally described 
a s  follows: 

(1) Approximately 300 acres a re  located south of Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway and e a s t  of Route 623. 

(2) Approximately 80 acres  a r e  locntcd north of Mount Vernon 
Memorial Hi&wuy. Route 235, runninpr i n  n north-oouth 
direction, runs almost through t i c  ccntcr of 'Lh:Ln ncrougc. 

(3) Approximately 41 ncrcs arc  locntcd norkllenot of Mount 
Vernon Memorial Highway and adjoins IIunti~lg Crcck. 

(4) The Demrtment of the I n t e r i o r  has a scenic eusctllcnt on 
some 10 acres  of land located due north of and adjacent 
t o  the  t r a f f i c  c i r c l e  a t  the main v i s i t o r s s  entrance t o  
the Mount Vernon Estate.  
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FOR THE 300 ACRES: Beginning at the junction of Routes 623 and 235, 
proceed south along Route 623 for approximately 2800 feet; thence 
southeast for approximately 2600 feet to Potomac River; thence proceed 
approximately 6000 feet along Potomac River waterfront to George 
Washington Memorial Parkway; thence proceed approximately 7500 feet 
along this George Washington Memorial Parkway and Route 235 to point 
of beginning. 

1 (July 1969) N A I I O N A L  P A R K  SERVICE  

NATIONAL R E ~ I S T E R  OF HISTORIC P L A C E S  

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

FOR THE 80 ACRES: Beginning at the junction of Routes 623 and 235, 
proceed north for approximately 200 feet; thence east for approximately 
3200 feet; thence south for approximately 800 feet; thence west for 
approximately 800 feet; thence south for approximately 1000 feet to 
Route 235; thence northwest along Route 235 for approximately 2100 
feet to point of beginning. 

FOR THE 41ACRES: Beginning on George Washington Memorial Parkway, 
where it connects at Hunting Creek, proceed along the Hunting Creek 
waterfront for approximately 2300 feet; thence southwest for 
approximately 800 feet to the George Washington Memorial Parkway; 
thence southeast along George Washington Memorial Parkway to point 
of beginning. 
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SPEC1 F I C  D A T E 1 5 1  ( I1 Apprlcable end Known) 

A R E A S  OF S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Check One or More s a  A~propr la ta )  

Aber ig inol  Education 0 P o i i t i c o l .  , O Urban Planning 
Prmhistoric Enpinearing Rcligion/Phi.  0 Other (speriryJ 

0 Histor ic  [? industry losophy 

Agriculture Invention 17 science 

Architecture Londscope U Sculpture 

Art Architecture Soc,ol/Human- 

[? Commerce Litsr-ature itarion 

Communicotionl Mil l tory Theotcr 
Cons.rvotion Music 0 Tronsportotien 

STATEMENT O F  5 1 G N I F l C k N C E  

Home of George Washington, Commander-in-Chief of Pa t r io t  forces 

during the Revolution and outstanding Statesman, serving a s  first 

President of the United States .  



I Douglas S. Freeman, George Washington: A Biography ( 7  vols., N e w  York, 
1754-57; Vol. VII by John A. Carrol l  and-~ary W. ~ shwor th ) ;  Gerald W.  
Johnson and Charles C. Wall, Mount Vernon: The Story of a Shrine ( ~ e w  -- - -- York, c. 1953); Anonymous, Mount Vernon, Virginia, An ~ l l u s t r a t e d  
Handbook ( ~ o u n t  Vernon, c. m. - 
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: I 2  STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAI ION 

I 
.- hATlONAL REGaSTER VERIFICATICN 

As  the des ignated  S t s t c  Lieison Officer for the  N a -  

tional Historic Preservet ion  Act of 1966 (Pub l i c  1.sw 

89-665). I herehy nominate t h i s  property for inclusion 

in the  National  Regis ter  and cerLify that  i t  h a s  been 

evalus tcd  according to  the  crileriib and procrduree s e t  

forth by the Nst ions l  Park  Service.  'l'lze recommended 

level  of s igni f icsnce  of th is  nominetlo" i s :  

N s t i a m l  State Loca l  n 

Name 

T i t l e  

I hereby cer t i fy  that t h i s  property i s  included i n  the 

Nstional  Register .  

Chief .  Office of Archeology s n d H i r r o r i c  Proaorvnt lon 

I ) ' ,  te  

ATTEST: 

Keeper 01 The Nel iannl  R r d i s l c r  I 








